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and ordered to remain in the lawn be- 
fore the uoor, though raining, which 
we did for one hour. We were then 
admitted lo the hall, and a consul- 
tation held in an adjoining room by 
the driver, the bailiffs and the justices 
■which terminated, in a message to Mr. 
C to pii the mon his siller or go to 
jail. Mr. C. said he would not pay 
«ne farthing, and he would submit to 
go to jail, but he would not hesitate 
to spend some thousand pounds to 
punish all concerned in this most il- 
legal aad unjust proceeding. This 
seemed to stagger the justice, and all 
concerned were admitted into his 
office* when they were examined 
on oath ; and though it was perfectly 
clear that the arrest was unjust and 
illegal, yet it was about to be de- 
termined in favour of the driver, 
when a young man who was present, 
(and who 1 afterwards learned was 
the son o; Mr. C— d — 1) reminded 
his iatiier that Mr. C. and his party 
appealed to be respectable people, 
and that the- driver was to his know- 
ledge a rogue, having robbed him at 
one time of a quantity of oats, for 
which he was dismissed his service. 
This appeared to have most weight, 
and the complainant was nonsuited, 
and obliged to pay tlie expenses ; — 
what shame must these gentlemen feel, 
when they are informed that Mr. C 
is a gentleman of the most amiable 
manners, tlie strictest honour, and 
that be possesses a handsome landed 
property in Ireland, and is at present 
a member of the Imperial parliament. 

S. D. S. 

Tor the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

THE COURT OF JUNO.. ..A VISION. 

( Continued from No. XV. 

ALONG walk after a sea voyage, 
with the excellence of the en- 
tertainment, might have excused an 
extended meal; but the goddess 
of beauty was not to be seen on 
common teims; 1 could think of 
nothing but the divine hand to which 
my lips had been so lately pressed, 
and the elegant and varied feast had 
passed, perhaps, unnoticed, had not a 
reluctance to discover the feelings that 
absorbed my mind, excited me to an 
effort to Conceal them, and I partook 



of the repast more from this view than 
from appetite. But the ladies made 
ample amends for my deficiency, for 
they ate well, and drank still better, 
while the lively jest and reiterated 
laugh was mingled with their flowing 
cups. 

When they had sufficiently indulged 
in this way, one of them mentioned, 
that their company for the evening 
was by this time assembled, and pro- 
posed that we should join them. On 
inquiring of whom the company con- 
sisted, the same lady informed me, 
that it was their custom to spend the 
evenings in the society of the captives 
who happened to be on the island ; 
that those of superior rank, education, 
or accompltsments, alone were ad- 
mitted to the palace ; but that the 
rest had such parties of a similar 
nature in different parts of the island, 
and such associates as best suited their 
tastes. Immediately on this she arose, 
and proceeded, accompanied by the 
rest, into a spacious apartment, fur- 
nished and ornamented with the same 
elegance as those already described, 
and splendidly illuminated, in which 
a number of gentlemen of all nations 
were assembled in groupes, convers- 
ing with ladies who had not been of 
our party. 

After some time spent in this man- 
ner, the appearance of musicians, with 
various instruments, entering a small 
gallery at the lower end of the apart- 
ment, and the separation of the groupes 
towards the sides, indicated the ap- 
proach of some other entertainment; 
and accordingly when the middle of 
the apartment was sufficiently cleared, 
a large pair of folding doors were 
opened at one of its sides, and a num- 
ber of young beauties entered, arrayed! 
in the dresses of the Otaheitan females, 
and performed several of the dances of 
that country with much gracefulness 
and activity. 

To describe the nature or effect of 
these dances is needless, after the mi- 
nute accounts which have been given 
of them in the various voyages to the 
South sea islands, which have been 
already published. It is enough to ob- 
serve, that they seemed to give the 
utmost satisfaction to the beholders. 
These dances continued a consider- 
able time ; and at last the dancers re- 
tired with general applause. 



1809.] 



The Court of Juno. 



34-7 



Every minute I anxiously expected 
the divine mistress of the palace to 
make her appearame, L>ut finding 
(his did not take place alter so long 
an interval, 1 inquired from one of 
the ladies, who looked somewhat less 
volatile, and more intelligent than 
the rest, whether we might expect to 
have the pleasure of seeing their beau- 
tiful queen that evening? 

She replied, that the goddess, by 
that time was far on her way towards 
England, where she had set out di 
rectly on leaving her throne, in order 
to he present at the opening of a new 
temple for her worship, which was 
erected on, the site of the ancient 
play-house in CoventGarden. I begged 
her excuse, in supposing she must be 
mistaken as to the nature of the build- 
ing she mentioned, which I had the 
best authority for stating to be only 
a new play-house, on a grander scale 
than that which had been burned. At 
this she smiled, and said there was 
no contradiction in the building being 
both a temple of Venus and a play- 
house, and that when it was finished, [ 
should see it more resembled a temple 
externally than a theatre; that besides 
this the goddess had an entire range 
of the boxes fitted up as so many dis- 
tinct chapels, each furnished with its 
proper penetralia, or adytum, under 
the care of either a priest or priestess 
of her order. 

Surprized that the goddess should 
have taken so much pains in making 
her worship public and conspicuous, 
so contrary to her usual policy, I could 
not forbear expressing my wonder to 
my fair informer ; who made this an- 
swer in return. 

" 1 know not whether I am not in 
eome degree guilty of a breach of con- 
fidence in revealing to you the secret 
plans of my mistress; but after the 
free manner in which she deigned to 
speak to you on similar subjects this 
day, I may venture, I believe, to dis- 
miss my scruples : know, then, that 
the design of Venus in this proceeding, 
is of a much deeper nature than ap- 
pears at first view. You know her 
devotedness to the French interest, 
and her enmity to Pritain ; this mea- 
sure is designed to serve her views in 
two wavs, one of which is not quite 
certain, "but the other is sp sure that 



it is already in operation. In a coun- 
try where i.ll the offices of impo.tance, 
as well as those of an inferior nature, 
are disposed of to rank and interest, 
without much consideration of the merit 
or qualifications of tho.e to whom they 
are given, the safety of the state must 
in a peculiar manner depend on the 
conduct of the nobility and of the 
higher orders, who either directly or 
indirectly command in every depart- 
ment: fSow, if these hobies and men 
in power have their thoughts decidedly 
devoted to meretricious intrigues ami 
sensuality, the neglect of the interests of 
the nation entrusted to them, in ust ensue, 
absolutely from the abstraction oi their 
attention in the first place, and in the 
second place, their various interests 
being directed to their own low grati- 
fications, instead of to the service of 
their country, all the different depart- 
ments beneath them will be filled 
up from the ill-ju Jged solicitations 
of their mistresses, and of course by 
those most likely to cause those blun- 
ders and delajs which will make the 
hestplannedexpeditionsnugaturv. "i he 
arrangements of the new theatre aTe 
admirably calculated to facilitate in- 
trigues of the above nature, and par- 
ticularly those which destroy domestic 
harmony, and lend to bring ihe mar- 
riage state into contempt. '1 litis before 
long, the whole of the upper raikswho 
command the country, becoming cor- 
rupt, and devoted to sensual gratifica- 
tions alone, their minds depraved, and 
their intellects dwindled to that low ebb 
which such modes of life never fail to 
produce, Cytherea suppose the coun- 
try cannot fail to fall a piey to its 
more enlightened and vigilant neigh- 
bour, who pursues the contrary sys- 
tem of filling all his offices of conse- 
quence from merit alone. This is the 
direct and more certain mode in which 
this plan is intended to operate, and 
its success may be judged of by that 
of one of a similar kind, tried on an 
exalted individual not long since, the 
event of which is fresh in every one's 
recollection. The more oblique aiid 
less certain part of t he plan, consist, 
in the hope the goddess p. ssesses. th'ut 
the mass of the English people seeing 
their opinions of religion any morality 
openly insulted by this wanton and 
public display of ' the proih^acy of" 
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the upper rapks, and seeing for what 
purposes their hard-earned property is 
extorted from them, and for what em- 
ployments the business of the nation 
is neglected, will be roused to sortie 
rash and frantic display of their in- 
tfignafiou, and afford, a'season of uni- 
versal confusion, when their politic 
enemy may make his long premedi- 
tated attack with the best chance of 
success.! ' YfA- this last hope is not 
well /lidded; suck commotions produce 
Energies sometimes which bafjle' all 
calculation, and defeat {he best-laid 
plans of the deepest ' politicians ;- ah<J 
Cytherea should have learned, from 
similar scenes not many years since 
acted in 'France, to be less sanguine 
of success to her views' in exciting 
them. You will observe, added she, 
in what I have said, thai I have 
adopted- many expressions to your 
notions of propriety ; what my own 
are riiay be best known by ^he ser- 
vice in which 1 am engaged ; though 
in it 1 must observe, (violate no 
sacred erijjagements, nor 'destroy tlie 
peace of lamilies for my trivial plea- 
sures. But 1 protest 1 find 1 am mo- 
ralizing in a place no way calculated 
tor it'; my' gay companions all say I 
am too grave for my employment; 
but, poor girls,, they know nqt the 
whole of it, or they would think other- 
wise. 

With this mysterious observation, 
and a deep sign,' she rose tip, as if 
to give sftnie directions to the attend- 
ants, and disappeared among the 
croud ; and though I much wished 
to renew a conversation, so interesting 
both for its matter and singularity, and 
its contrast to the others going forward 
all around me, and sought for' her fre- 
quently in the company, 1 could not 
again find her. 

The musicians again began to tune 
their instruments, and the company 
separated tp the sides of the apart- 
ment as before; the folding doors 
were again thrown open, and seven 
lovely fema/es of tlie most elegant 
symmetry of form,, gracefully entered ; 
tiiey weie arrayed iu every respect 
a? the much famed dancing girls ' of 
India, and for a long tune displayed 
in their appropriate dances, all the 
various outlines of beauty of which 
tue human form is capauk. Those 



dances haye; been described in the 
pages of the ancjents as well as the 
moderns; in tlje tinie, frf *!»f repub- 
lic they were exhibited at,$ome and 
have an antiquity eYfji bpyond that of 
this renowned city ; th?sf accounts «*" 
them, in some respects pejrh'aps too 
minute, apq in others ijot ji little ex- 
aggerated, make any farther' statement 
relative' to them here supprfjuous. 

1 ti^tcl for some time observed a 
group' srited ip one corner of the 
apartment, who, from their repeated 
Jojts pf laughfer seem eel' Jo'' be s« 
"merry, Jha^ 1 only waited, fox the end 
of fhe dance tp join tpem, supposing 
I Could not fail of meeting ^nteriain- 
ment ajnon'g so much pijrtji.' On ap. 
prpaching them 1 was somewhat, star- 
tied aj: pbserving several of the ladies 
seated op }he knees pi the gentlemen, ; 
for thp'ugh, on reflection, the place 
might well excuse thpse, freedoms, yet 
they'hsd hitherto preserved sb much 
decpru.tri in their actions, }bat 1 did 
qpt before find, it ne^essi ry tjo. re- 
collect where I wjas, to; account for 
any ftying I *aw dpni^. The sense of 
propriety or impropriety <$ actions. 
as to their mpdesjty,' is ^arly imbibed, 
?nd eacfc country "fixes ail imaginary 
standard in this respect, pf wh,ich tlie 
variation from the others, is oftpn 
singular, and sometimes not a little 
laughable. One of the southern voy- 
agers relates, 'that his boat's crew 
once surprized, a number' pf female 
savages, sporting without any covering, 
ill a shallow part of the sea t near the 

tore, whpseemed. as much, shpek^d as 
ui-opean ladies' could have Veen at 
the rencounter, and sealed themselves 
immediately up to their necks iq the 
water, to hide their persons, till one 
of their comrades on the shore threw 
each of them their only dress, 
which was nothing more byt a fringe, of 
lpng, grass fastened to' a. son o^ belt, 
which they tied round their middles 
under the water, and then exposed 
themselves to view without farther re- 
luctance. Besides this fact, and others 
of a similar nature, 1 actually recol- 
lect having seen, in my tr^vels'through 
a civilized island in the northern parts 
of the Atlantic ocean, young ladies 
of unsullied reputatrun, seated in the 
same manner as above-mentioned in 
a, public company, and, l believe, whit 
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rfect innocence-; yet still such, was 
lie force «f early- prejudice, that I 
had to recollect all those matters in 
succession before. I coujd reconcile 
myself to an apparent breach of de- 
cprurri, exsn in Paphqs, to which t 
had not bejsn accustomed.. That the 
ladies of {he Court of Cytherea might 
tfi allowed those liberties, will not be 
elispjjterj, nor indeed 'cap there be any 
iair criterion of their innocence hut 
custom : Yet still trie: policy ot a vir- 
tuouj female, in making her person 
too cheap, may b,e much doubted. 
If the freedoms, which ought to be 
the reward, of a tender and honour- 
able attachment, are made indiscrimi- 
nate, what is there left before marriage 
to show thesense of approbation of a 
real lover : and would not even the 
least scrupulous of those sigh, to think 
©j) receiving go great 9, fayour from 
his mistress,, tb,at he- had such good 
reason tq [doubt of its being any proof 
of her affection. 

On joining the merry company I met 

With a fresh surprize; for though the 

< . . ... .» . . .- u p d 
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laughter still continued, i could not 
riderstand any of the jokes, tnough. 
strove to, do so with my utmost at- 
tention.' One, of the ladies seemed 
much rfljore witty than the rest, for 
every filing she said caused two fits 
of laughter, ope after the good thing 
was said, and the other 'before. T 
was in hopes, by fixing, my whole, 
attention oh such apparent brilliancy, 
i might be able to comprehend at, 
least ope sentence ; but in this I was 
equally unsuccessful ; and of all that; 
was said and laughed at 1 could only 
understand an observation of one of 
the young gentlemen, on the use- 
fessness and absurdity of profound 
thought, which was much applauded ; 
but he looked as if lie spoke merely 
to please his audience, and that thought 
was hot quite as much 'his aversion 
as he affected to profess. 

My embar.ra?|sinent was grtat at, be- 
ing unable to join in the, conversa- 
tion, and at losing so many witty 
observations' fpr, want of sufficient 
penetration-; for doubtlessly they must, 
nave been, yery witty, or they would 
not have excited so much laughter. 
I was, however, soon relieved from 
this unpleasant stats, by tiie company 
&t>rii>g to large sideboards, placed 



in recesses of the apartment, which 
were covered with wines,liqueur», fruits, 
jellies, and sweet cakes; where the 
ladies drank freely, particularly of the 
liqueurs ; and indeed t had observed 
through the whole evening, that they 
had made continual visits to the 
sideboards for the same purpose, so 
that 1 wondered they had not began 
to exhibit some effects of such re- 
iterated indulgences, 

After the company were sufficient- 
ly refreshed, they again returned to 
their seats ; the music played some 
lively Spanish aire, and several gen- 
tlemen of that fcation, who were a- 
mong the captives, took out the la- 
dies who sat next them and danced 
fandangos, with great spirit. These 
were succeeded by a party of French 
gentlemen w^io danced cotillions with 
another set of ladies, with much 
gracefulness. After this same Scotch 
gentlemen with their partners danced 
reels with wonderful vigour and a- 
gility. The whole* company then a- 
rbse, and all joined, in dancing Ger- 
man waltzes, which seemed to be 
the dances they most preferred, by 
the evident delight which appeared 
in every countenance. On compar- 
ing the Otaheitan and Indian dances 
with this last, much as has been said 
and written of their indelicacy, I 
could not but join heartily in the o- 
pi n ion of them expressed in the writ- 
ings of a gentleman* who had resid- 
ed much in the East ; " tl<at all the 
movements and attitudes of the In- 
dian darner's appeared infinitely more 
graceful, and Jar less indecent than 
those in a German waltz. He far- 
ther observes that " the dances in 
India are admirably calculated to set 
off an elegant figure to the highest 
advantage; and notwithstanding the 
warm and animated descriptions which 
have been given of the indelicacy 
and voluptuousness of Eastern dances, 
many of them appeared to him whol- 
ly unobjectionable." This latter o- 
pinion would perhaps require some 
qualification, at least those dances 
exhibited by the ladies of Paplio* 
were not of this innocent descrip- 
tion. 



* Edward Scott Waring, esq. of the Btii- 

gal establishment. 



3.50 



The Court of Juno. 



[Nov. 



Not finding any inclination to join 
in the 'waltzes, or much amusement 
in looking at them, from the first I 
wished to leave the apartment; which 
desire was much eucreased by the 
scenes that followed; for the potent 
libations of the ladies to Bacchus* 
having began to operate, decency 
of manners, was gradually abandoned, 
and a degree of gross indelicacy ac- 
companied with noise and riot suc- 
ceeded, which was highly disgusting 
to any sober person. 1 could not 
help reflecting how much the most 
abandoned women lost by indelicacy 
and what false estimates they formed 
of the feelings of men, in supposing 
they made themselves more agreeable 
by a total dereliction of modesty ; if 
they felt it not, policy should at least 
induce them to affect it ; for of this ex- 
cellence it may be truly said that 
even the affectation of it is'a virtue. 

I now sought earnestly for an op- 
portunity to retire unobserved from 
scenes, which every moment grew 
more disagreeable ; which was not 
very difficult, as the whole company 
were engaged in the waltzes, except 
three Pachas, who were taken on their 
way from Stamboul to the provinces, 
and five merchants from Bussira, who 
were all seated cross-legged on low 
sophas at the farther end of the a- 
partment. I cautiously approached 
the door by which I entered, and 
watching a favourable moment of en- 
ereased riot, slipped out without any 
one perceiving me, and after travers- 
ing various long passages faintly light- 
ed, and crossing some spacious apart- 
ments, again round myself in the hall 
jof audience, where 1 before had the 
pleasure of beholding the queen of 
beauty. 

The moon shone brightly through 
the lofty windows, I beheld the couch 
where the embodied perfection had 
reclined, and stretching myself on it 
indulged in pleasing recollections of 
the inimitable charms which had so 
late y pressed the down on which I 
Jay. How wonderful are the plea- 
*ures of imagination! which could 
thus render the ' im iges of memory 
superior to realities, and produce more 
delightful sensations from remembered 
(excellence than from the actual view 
of the beauties i had left, which 



though inferior to their mistress, were 
still of exquisite elegance. 

A delightful calm succeeded to the 
riot I had left, which was Only heard 
afar off, like the murraurmgs of the 
ocean oh a rocky shore, and render- 
ed my present state more agreeable 
by the contrast; and a succession of 
the most pleasing ideas continued 
to pass through my mind for a con- 
siderable time, when this state of 
happy repose was suddenly interrupt- 
ed by deep groans at a distance, at 
first they seemed the effect of ima- 
gination, but on hearing them repeat- 
ed more ' distinctly, I arose and pro- 
ceeded towards the sound, which led 
again to the long passages, that sur- 
rounded the palace; stopping frequent- 
ly to listen ; the increasing distinct- 
ness of the sound brought me to the 
bead of a long' staircase of marble; 
and after descending many steps, on 
proceeding towards a ''light, which ap- 
peared at some distance, I , suddenly 
found myself in one of the wards of 
an extensive hospital, and perceived 
that the groans, 1" had heard, proceed- 
ed there from the sufferings of some of 
the wretched females who lay extend- 
ed on the bed of misery; several 
kind ladies appeared attending the 
afflicted, and beiiignahtly doing every 
thing in their power to soothe their 
wo ; in which good offices they 
were so earnestly engaged, that I had 
proceeded far into the apartment be- 
fore 1 , was noticed. Among the chief 
of those benevolent ladies, I soon 
recognised her who disappeared so 
suddenly from my side in the apart- 
ment of assembly. They al! seemed 
embarrassed at seeing a visitor among 
them, but speedily my former ac 
quaintance addressed me, and express- 
ed her wonder at my leaving the 
chambers oi mirth to visit the abode 
of affliction. I informed her that my 
cotpiug there was entirely accidental, 
and that my leaving the company was 
principally occasioned by finding the 
fraiBe of my mind at that time un- 
smtjd to tne boisterous merriment 
they were engaged in ; hoped she was 
not displeased at my intrusion, and 
requested she would satisfy my cu- 
riosity, as to the nature of the es- 
tablishment I there beheld. 

She replied, »' that the utfhappy 



1809.] 



The Court of Juno. 



351 



sufferers around me, bad been not 
long since the most distinguished for 
their extreme vivacity, and even tor 
their beauty (little as was the appear- 
ance of it then) among the attendants 
of their queen ; ,but that from their 
excessive imprudence, and intemper- 
ance, particularly in an unlimited 
indulgence in intoxicating liquors, 
they laboured under the various dis- 
tempers, which were always more or 
less the consequence of such practises ; 
and that their queen had provided 
this retreat for their relief, which was 
principally uoder her care." She 
then pointed out some of the most 
remarkable cases of the afllicted, a- 
mong which she enumerated dropsy, 
convulsions of various sorts, paisy, 
gout, acute rheumatism, consumption, 
and many other frightful disorders, 
the catalogue of which was closed by 
the worst and most humiliating of 
maladies, madness and idiotism. On 
expressing my surprize that most of 
the complaints there should be those, 
which are attributed to "intemperance ; 
she observed, that slie left it to others 
to account for the circumstance, but 
of the fact there could be no doubt ; 
that women when they threw off the 
the restraints of propriety almost in- 
variably indulged to excess in strong 
liquors, arid that to tins source even 
more than to their thoughtless im- 
prudence, most of the misery which 
they suffered of every description 
might be traced. 

By this time the day began to 
dawn, and impatient to continue my 
route, 1 requested my kind conductress 
to procure my dismissal as soon as 
possible; she said that I might go 
that day, either by one of the ves- 
sels of the island, or in a Felucca, 
the crew of which had been permit- 
ted to depart the day before. I 
preferred the latter conveyance, and 
hao a guide sent with me to the port 
nearest Delos, with orders to the cap- 
tain of the Felucca to convey me 
there without delay ; I then took 
leave of the ladies, and soon arrived 
at the port, where I found the Fe- 
lucca weighing her anchor. 

I went aboard with the Captain with- 
out delay, the large latteen sails, 
were immediately unfurled, and we 



soon advanced with considerable rap- 
idity. The wind being favourable, 
before many hours we saw the island 
to which we were bound, at a great 
distance covered with clouds, which 
seemed to adhere to it with a force 
which the wind could not overcome. 

On approaching the island we found 
that its coast consisted of rocky 
precipices which rose perpendicularly 
from the ocean, and rendered all access 
impossible, except at one narrow inlet at 
each side of which a strong fort fur- 
nished with formidable batteries com- 
manded the entrance; wliich was 
farther secured by a copper chain 
that extended from side to side a 
little way in. As soon as we came 
w'ithin hearing, a female, armed witli 
a short coat of mail and helmet, 
appeared on the rampart of the 
nearest fort, with a speaking trumpet 
of a peculiar construction in her hand, 
through which, with a voice as dis- 
tinct as if we were close beside her, 
she first ordered us to cast anchor 
between the forts; and then desired 
to know what brought us there. 
The captain informed her that he 
was ordered to "land a passenger with 
dispatches for Juno, wlio he was in- 
formed was then on the island. He 
was then ordered to wait tor a reply.. 
On looking towards the fort we ob- 
served a telegraph put ,iu motion, 
and in about a quarter of an hour, 
the same female again appeared, and 
said she had received orders from 
Minerva who directed tiie defence 
of the island, to admit the passenger 
alone, and then to dismiss the vessel 
instantly. 

The boat was immediately lowered 
down, and two seamen were sent to 
put me ashore ; when we got near the 
chain I expected they would have 
passed under it, as it was about four 
feet above the water, but they stopped 
on their oars, with great token of 
fear of touching it, which 1 could 
not then account for, till it was 
lowered to tiie bottom by those within 
the fort; they then passed in, landed 
me in a very convenient wharf, troin 
which a flight of granite stairs rose 
to the top of the precipices, and in- 
stantly departed. 1 had only time 
in ascending the sieps to observe 
that the chain was connected with 
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a thick .copper nat, that ran along 
the face of toe precipice at both sides 
:as far as 1 Gould see, a few teet above 
the level, of the water, and that other 
similar bars lay parallel to it at equal 
distances, before a number of females 
armed m the same manner as her we 
bad already seen, appeared descending 
the steps ; I met them on a spacious 
landing place, and was conducted by 
Jhein to the top, where two apparently 
of superior rank from the greater 
magnificence of- their armour, were 
waiting to receive me. 

They inquired in a polite manner 
whether I would prefer to rest in 
the fort a while, or to proceed at 
once to the palace of their mistress, 
and on informing them that 1 would 
chuse rather to go on to the palace, 
they ordered a carriage to be brought 
.out directly to convey ,me: which 
appeared almost as soon as it was 
ordered, it was filmed something 
like the ancient chariots, but much 
lighter, and had two open seats, one 
of which was more elevated and 
placed behind the other. 

The wheels we*e of a very peculiar 
construction, each spoke of -them 
consisting of a semicircular spring ; 
the whole was finished with the most 
perfect workmanship, and the ornaments 
seemed even more valuable for the 
art with which they were formed 
than for their materials, though they 
were made of massy silver. Two of 
the finest horses I ever saw, were 
attached to it by a harness of a pe- 
culiar kind, so light and well con- 
trived, that their motio. s seemed as 
free as if they were at liberty. One 
of ttie ladies ascended the front seat 
to drive, and the other did me the, 
feonour to sit on the tipper scat with 
roe. The road was perfectly smooth, 
a little rounded, and woundso among 
the hills as not to depart perceptibly 
srom a level. Nothing could exceed 
the ease of the vehicle, the springs 
in the wheels made the road almost 
imperceptible to feeling, and seemed 
to renier the dralt so facile, that the 
horses appeared scarcely to need any 
effort for their rapid pace. 

'lhe country as we advanced was 
covered with a profusion of the 
richest herbage, on wiiich innumerable 
herds of cauie-and flocks of sheep 



appeared either grazing or at rest ; 
its surface was finely varied into hill 
and dale; numerous orchards were 
seen loaded with fruits of all sorts; 
many fine fields of corn of every 
species appeared . a little way off 
almost ripe forthe sickle, and fields 
of flax, and plantations of cotton were 
observable in many places, lhe dis- 
tant hills were covered with luxuriant 
forests of oak, beech, chestnut and 
cedar; and over all some mountains 
were seen whose towering heads were 
lost in the clouds; on every side 
brooks of rapid water appeared 
meandering among the meadows, 
from which various little canals were 
cut, which admitted the water to the 
herbage, and kept it in perpetual 
verdure. The air felt invigorating and 
animating above all 1 bad ever ex- 
perienced, and every thing around 
seemed tomspire industry and activity, 
wnile they exhibited the happiest ef- 
forts of both. 

After passing many miles in this 
manner in a short period, a majestic 
palace appeared betore us, of the 
antient doric order, with lofty columns 
of red granite, highly polished, having 
capitate and bases ot jasper, the gran- 
deur of which was more striking Irom 
the vast size of the fabnek correspon- 
ding so happily with the nature of 
the owler. When we came near this 
building, instead of entering it, as [ 
expected, we turned off into a beauti- 
ful avenue, which led aiwther' way. 
On inquiring what this magnificent pa- 
lace was intended for, 1 was informed, 
that it was formerly the abode of Mi- 
nerva, but that on Juno coming to 
reside on the island, she. had resigned 
it to her, and had built herself ano- 
ther, which was just then completed, 
with the exception of the left wing, 
and to which we were then proceed- 
ing. And (tot long after this, ,on pass- 
ing through a grove of lofty chestnuts, 
we beheld it at a little distance. 

It was. built in that mode of archi- 
tecture which isfalsely called Gothic (a 
name stamped on it by the supercilious 
ignorauceof. those who would not be 
at the trouble to understand it) but 
which contains in reality the truest 
principles of beauty, and exhibits lhe 
greatest profundity of art, which in 
this fine specimen was brought to tie 
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highest perfection, for in it the exter- 
nal appearance possesses! all the gran- 
deur, which the internal pails of other 
structures of this order so often ex- 
hibit. '1 he buttresses and other parts 
which disfigure them, being in this 
entirely superceded, by the happy 
contrivance of a beautiful portico, 
formed on the justest principles ol the 
order, which while it contained all the 
mass necessary for the proper equi- 
librium of the internal arches, con- 
cealed the art by which this was 
effected. Nothing couid exceed the 
elegance of the building, and the 
chcaifulness caused by the vast body 
of light admitted by its spacious win- 
dows; its ornaments were of the sim- 
plest nature, and in this respect it 
bore the same analogy to other build- 
ings of this species of architecture, 
which the Doric bears to the Com- 
posite order. 

SomevnajesUclookingfemales appear- 
ed before this building, and my con- 
ductresses informing ire they perceiv- 
ed Minerva among them, stopped the 
chariot, and one of them proceeded 
to announce our approach, and receive 
her orders. She speedily returned, 
and I was then led by her before the 
gotldess of the arts and sciences. 

She appeared as if in the act of giv- 
ing some directions about the unfinished 
part of the building, for she stood near 
it, and held a large plan open in one 
hand, while she leaned a little forward 
on her spear with the other. A coun- 
tenance in which majesty and benig- 
nity, profound intelligence and ex- 
quisite sweetness were happily blended 
with a celestial beauty, and which in- 
spired at once admiration and respect, 
now beamed forth on my astonished 
eyes with the splendour of a noon-day 
sun. I kuest on one knee before her, 
related the cause of my coming to 
the island, humbly implored her in- 
terest with Juno in the cause of my 
fair country women, and solicited' her 
propitious favour in my studies of those 
arts which she patronized, and which 
from my infancy 1 had ardently followed. 

Eise my son, replied the goddess. 
Your country-women may rely on 
my favour, which they have so much 
merited, as well as that of her to 
whom this island belongs. 1 have little 
doubt that our request to Juno will 
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induce her to redress their wrongs. 
'1 he part of your country which you 
came from, is by me most esteemed. 
1 he linen manufacture has ever been 
favoured by me, and 1 honour it by 
taking my name Athens* from it ; 
1 introduced it from Kgypt into Greece, 
and lastly to Ulster, where it flourishes 
above either. I once hoped to make 
its chief city the successor to my 
favourite Athens, but many obstruc- 
tions to this remain to be removed. 
The useful sciences should ever pre- 
cede those which are only ornamental, 
the desire of reversing this order, 
which my followers there pursue, 
will, I fear, long delay my wishes, 
if not totally present their attainment. 
As to your own petition, it is direct- 
ed to favourable ears, your labours, 
my son, have not been unnoticed by 
me, and as a token of my approba- 
tion, 1 present you this image of my 
form, which I permit you ever to 
retain. 

Saying this, she presented me with 
a large medal of solid gold, on 
which her resemblance was stamped 
with the most beautiful execution and 
effect, and then directed my conduc- 
tress to introduce me to one of the 
ladies of her family, who would, she 
said, show me the various musaiums, 
and repositories of the arts in her 
palace, which she knew I would behold 
with pleasure, and would attend to 
those other cares which mortals re- 
quired. 

1 returned my profound thanks to 
the goddess, and followed my con- 
ductress into the palace. After passing 
through a magnificent antichamber, 
we entered a very spacious apartment, 
lighted by many vast windows, which 
rendered it as light as the external 
air. Here a number of elegantly form- 
ed females, were busily engaged in 
different occupations. Some were em- 
ployed in the antient art of tapestry, 
with which they framed images of 
the most brilliant colouring, and hap- 
piest effect ; others were painting 
sunie of the memorable events of 
history in the neglected wax colours 
of tiie Greeks, which are falsely said 
to be lost, though plainly described by 

* See La Pluelies History of the Hea- 
vens, vol. I. Article M>»erva. 
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the ancient writers. Every species of 
the graphic art was pursued here, 
both in oil and water Colours, engrav- 
ing, etching, and aquatinta; various 
looms were also busily at work, and 
the glory of the north, the inimitable 
damask was not neglected; at the 
lower end several were engaged in 
various designs of sculpture, and nu- 
merous other useful and ornamental 
arts were all carried on here at the 
same time. At the upper eud of the 
apartment were musical instruments of 
all sorts, to which the ladies, resorted 
for amusement in the intervals of their 
other employments. One or more 
played by turns while the rest were 
at work, which made their pleasing 
occupations still more chearful. When 
we entered a lady of most graceful 
ligure sat in this part of the apartment, 
on a seat somewhat elevated, before 
a large harp of the utmost harmony 
of tone, furnished with such artful 
Contrivances, as to render it the most 
perfect of stringed instruments. The 
music of it was exquisitely touching, 
and assise was playing on it,\vhen we ap- 
proached, we stopped to listen, that 
we mi;.,h! not interrupt her, and heard 
her sing the following verses with ini- 
mitable sweetness, to music, perfectly 
appropriate to their design. 

Friendship asjain thy empire seize, 
From Love's bli ud god tby throne regain; 
1 11 youth alone his furies please, 
Thy powers-to bless through age remain; 
From hi ji spring forth consuming fires, 
Yon form life's gentlest fenderest tie : 
A fleeting transport he inspires, 
But you sustain us till we die. 

When she finished, she looked up, 
and perceiving us, arose ami walked 
towards us : my conductress presented 
me to her, repeated the words of 
the goddess, and wished me farewell, 
as she was obliged to return to the 
fort. The lady smiled benigiiantly, 
and welcomed me with an air, which 
showed the pleasure she took in execut- 
ing the directions of her patroness, and 
herdelight in performing acts ofkindness. 

In beauty of form she was not in- 
ferior to some of the most favoured 
of the neighbouring island;* and if her 
countenance could not be compared to 

* Paphos. 



theirs in exquisite finish and regula- 
rity of feature, it possessed another 
species of beauty infinitely superior, 
where rerined sense aud intelligence, 
understanding and goodness of heart 
beamed forth in every look, and 
captivated the mind as well as the 
heart. The beauty of most of the 
ladies here was of the same species, 
though many of them might fie with 
the others, in even their most boasted 
charms. But in truth their conversa- 
tion was so delightful, from its good 
sense and benevolence, that I thought 
but little of their looks, and as to their 
dress I remember nothing but that it 
was modest, rational, graceful and 
becoming, and that the external gar- 
ments of all contained some mixture 
either of silk or fine wool, or were 
entirely of silk. There was a dignity 
in their manner which prevented fami- 
liarity, without being any way re- 
pulsive, they spoke with the freedom 
and at the same time with the kind- 
ness of friends, equally remote from 
the extremes of stiff-reserve, and ne- 
gligent incivility, and possessed emi- 
nently that true ease of manners, 
which the slavish votaries of fashion 
are ever attempting in vain, because 
they want its chief requisites, refinement 
of mind and benevolence of heart. 

As the day was far passed, Serena, 
my kind and lovely guide, proposed 
we should postpone our visits to the 
repositories of art and science,' till the 
following morning, and as the hour 
of their chief repast was near, we 
passed the interval in viewing the 
works in which the ladies were em- 
ployed where we then were. They 
were all finished with exquisite beauty, 
but the two which most attracted my 
attention were, a picture which seem- 
ed to exceed all in the richness of its 
colouring, but on nearer approach was 
seen to be composed entirely of shreds 
of various Coloured cloth ; which art 
1 was told was the invention of a 
most respectable* lady of my country, 
whose happy wit, and brilliant inven- 
tion the hand of time had not been 
able to diminish. The other piece of 
art, was a landscape, formed by fine 
filaments of glass, stained of all the 
requisite shades, which were united 

* Mrs. C— f-ld, of EnniskilUu. 
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close together vertically by an in- 
destructible cement, and which when 
polished at the surface exhibited the 
most exact imitation of nature, while 
it h;;d the advantage of being unalter- 
able by time. 

Shortly after this the ladies passed 
into another apartment, where an ele- 
gant repast was prepared, of which the 
various articles weie chosen and pre- 
pared so as niQst eminently to promote 
health and refreshment. At the table two 
new disheswere introduced this day: one 
wasa haunch of Llama, skilfully dressed; 
the oilier was the favourite vegetable 
of the Chinese, called Pe-tsai, and both 
were Tumid to be excellent. The lady 
who directed the rearing of the newly- 
arrived Llamas, informed us, of their 
many valuable qualities, and showed 
us a shawl which she had woven from 
their wool herself, which exceeded in 
beauty the finest produce of Cashmire. 
The lady who had cultivated the Pe« 
tsai told US) it was of the brasica ge- 
nus, and was preferred by those who 
used it to all other kinds. Several 
of the other ladies informed us of 
circumstances which had occurred to 
them, either useful or amusing, in their 
studies, of that day. One lady had 
proved a plant, which before was es- 
teemed poisonous, to lie capable of 
producing a powerful medicine, by a 
certain management, which she re- 
lated: another had succeeded in fix- 
ing a beautiful and permanent scarlet 
dye on linen ; a third exhibited some 
fine thread, made without any twist, 
by passing fibres of flax, ' drawn 
out, and united by a curious engine, 
through an elastic varnish, which she 
had just brought to perfection, which 
dried instantly, and which was 
unalterable by moisture, or the 
action of the air. A fourth lady 
recounted a curious article of history 
lyhich ^e had met in an ancient 
Chinese book, that exhibited in a new 
light the fatal effects of a violent pas- 
sion, uncontrouled by reason or jus- 
tice. A very young lady lately admit- 
ted, observed on this, that it would be 
betterif the sexes were tormed without 
passions, or that they could totally era- 
dicate them by firmness of resolution. 
But Serena replied to her, that by the 
same mode of reasoning, we should 
banish the use of fire, and of every 
other powerful agent in nature, for 



that as any thing in the moral 
or natural world had power to 
promote happiness, in the same pro- 
portion it had power to cause miser}: 
the tire which consumed the unskilful, 
warmed others, arid produced a thousand 
benefits by judicious management; 
and passion, \vhich was no less de- 
structive when ungovemed, was pro. 
ductive of equal advantages under due 
controul. 

In such discourses as these, the 
moments passed swiftly and pleasantly, 
till the repast was concluded. 

Nemorensis. 
To be continued. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine, 

J^ the eighAb canto of the jp-eru- 
salemme Conquistaja, of lasso 
l^th and 18th ocfaves, is the word 
fonte put in the feminine gender, 
which flagrant solecism, with some 
other matters I could mention, tempts 
me to doubt whether Ihat poem was 
ever the production of Tasso ; it is 
in many places irksome and obscure, 
and is altogether unworthy of the au- 
thor of the Liberata. 

If any person who is studious of 
Italian literature, could adjust this 
point, through the medium of your 
Magazine, it would much oblige 
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For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

First fteportfrom the Cmimiiteeon Acts 
regarding the use of broad' //'heels 
and other matters, relating to the 
preservation of the Turnpike Roads 
and Highways of the Kingdom'.* 

The Committee appointed to take into 
consideration the acts now hi force, 
regarding the use otbroad Wheels, and 
to examine what shape is best cal- 
culated for ease of Draught, and the 
preservation of the Roads ; also to 
suggest such additional regulations as 
may contribute to the preservation 
of the Turnpike roads and Highways 
of the Kingdom: And who were in- 
structed to consider of an Act made 
in the 28th year of his present Majesty, 
lor limiting the number of persons to 
be carried on the outside of Stage 
Coaches c other carriages ; and 10 re- 
port, from time to time to the house, 

* Published in June 1896, 



